
Campaign Start-up Guide 
Illinois Officeholders 

Libertarians not 

only run for 

office, they win.  

Our elected 

officeholders are 

listed below, 

some having won 

multiple times.  

If they can win, so can you.  

Alan Hall—East Dundee 

Village Board 

Chris Jenner—McHenry 

County College Trustee 

Kathy Kelley—Rock Valley 

Community College Trustee 

Dave Pfeifer—Waukegan 

School Board 

Karin Vermillion—Mahomet 

Library Board 

Choosing to be a Candidate 

Many Libertarians become candidates because they feel they can serve their 

community better than existing officeholders. They want to put Libertarian 

ideas into practice and build a more peaceful and prosperous society.  

Others run because they enjoy it! It feels great to be asked for your opinion on 

everything, meet new people, and earn the respect and support of others. 

The liberty bonus 
As a Libertarian candidate, you have the opportunity to: 

 Leverage the media to spread Libertarian ideas for free 

 Start conversations about liberty at every campaign stop 

 Provide specific examples of how freedom works best 

 Inspire others to volunteer and donate to liberty 

Libertarian candidates are indisputable evidence of the growing Liberty 

movement. Opinion makers and opposing politicians are increasingly taking 

notice and are moving closer to Libertarian positions on a number of issues, all 

because Libertarians are standing up and speaking out. 

The personal bonus 
Running a political campaign expands your horizons. Candidates: 

 Develop their leadership, teamwork, and communication skills 

 Make friends and form relationships that last well beyond the election.  

It’s a great time to be a Libertarian candidate! 

You, too, can wave while the crowds cheer!  

“Running for office is so 

rewarding. I’m amazed by the 

thoughtful conversations I am 

having with the people in my 

town. Even more amazing is 

how many people I meet who 

tell me that they are 

Libertarians, too.”  

– Jasen Howard 

Candidate, New Lenox Trustee 



Choosing an Office 

Candidates typically choose an office based on their level of experience, 

interest, and ambition.  

Committeeman 
Committeemen form the foundation of 

political activism. They reach out to their 

neighbors to distribute campaign literature 

and other Libertarian information; identify, 

register, and encourage voters; and support 

Libertarian causes at the  grassroots level.  

Libertarian committeemen in Illinois are 

selected by the Illinois Libertarian Party. 

Email Campaigns@LPIllinois.org for more 

information and a Committeeman Packet.  

Local Office 
Local officeholders include mayors and town trustees, as well as park, library, 

school, fire, and other local district boards. They are elected throughout 

Illinois in odd-numbered years. Most of these races are officially non-partisan, 

but all candidates should expect partisan questions and involvement.  

To learn about the offices available in your area, contact your County Clerk or 

local election board. You can also email Campaigns@LPIllinois.org.  

Countywide Office 
Alone among the 50 states, Illinois has a requirement that candidates running 

for county-wide office run as part of a slate for every county-wide office. This 

typically means a group of Libertarians to fill every board seat plus other 

offices, such as County Clerk and Coroner.  

Running such a race would require robust Libertarian Chapter involvement. 

Contact your local chapter or Membership@LPIllinois.org to identify the 

closest chapter to you.  

District Offices 
In even-numbered years, State Representatives, State Senators, and US 

Representatives are elected from districts across Illinois. The number of 

petition signatures required for Libertarians to get on the ballot for any of 

these positions is a significant hurdle. Those with significant campaign 

experience and resources should contact Campaigns@LPIllinois.org. 

Statewide Office 
Every 4 years, Illinois elects the Governor, Lt. Governor, Attorney General, 

Comptroller, Secretary of State, Treasurer, and US Senate. Similar to County 

elections, Illinois election law requires us to fill this slate with candidates. If 

you are interested in any of these offices, even to support the Party by 

running as a “paper candidate,” email Campaigns@LPIllinois.org.  

Candidate Support 

Endorsement 

While not required, candidates for 

local offices are encouraged to seek 

endorsement from their Local 

Chapter and the Illinois Party.  

Nomination 

All other candidates are nominated 

for the office they seek by Party 

members at the Illinois Convention 

preceding the election or by the 

State Organizing Committee.   

Benefits of endorsement and 

nomination include:  

 Candidate contact information 

on the LPIllinois.org and the 

LP.org websites 

 Membership in a private 

Facebook group for information 

sharing between Party Political 

Directors and candidates 

 Inside access to Illinois Local 

Chapters, a source of campaign 

volunteers, donations, and 

experience 

 A table for campaign materials 

at the State Convention  

You can also choose to:  

 Request the list of Party mem-

bers and/or registered voters in 

your district’s zip codes 

 Pitch campaign stories to the 

national and state Communica-

tions Directors for newsletter, 

website, Facebook, and Twitter 

publication 

 Join in Campaign Workshops 

provided by the Party 

 Request our list of recommend-

ed campaign vendors 

Candidates seeking either endorse-

ment or nomination should contact  

Campaigns@LPIllinois.org.  

Where would you like to serve?  



Campaign Finance Law 
Any campaign that collects or 

spends more than $5000 within a 

12 month period is a “political 

committee” by law and is required 

to file government reports.  

Money candidates spend them-

selves and “in-kind” contributions, 

such as donated brochure copies 

or food, count towards the limit.  

Even if you do not believe you will 

reach the limit, it is highly recom-

mended to keep a ledger listing 

every donation and expense 

related to your campaign. This will 

be invaluable, if you unexpectedly 

cross the threshold or receive a 

media inquiry about your cam-

paign finances.  

Filing reports 

Illinois campaigns file reports with 

the State Board of Elections (SBE). 

Federal campaigns file with the 

Federal Elections Commission 

(FEC).   

Both agencies have downloadable 

applications on their respective 

websites used to file reports.  

Prevent problems 

Failure to file campaign finance 

reports accurately and on time can 

result in significant government 

penalties. Choose your Campaign 

Treasurer accordingly and setup a 

system of report verification to 

avoid costly mistakes.  

Also, visit your applicable agency 

website to identify current 

contribution restrictions and 

required disclosures on campaign 

materials before you create them. 

Then share they key points of the 

law with your campaign team, so 

all are aware of the rules.   

Launching Your Campaign 

Step 1: Meet the requirements 
 Visit the Illinois State Board of Elections website and verify you are a 

registered voter at your current address.  

 Download the current Candidate’s Guide from the Illinois State Board of 

Elections website in the “Information for Candidates” area. Verify you 

meet the legal qualifications for the office you seek.  

 When you run for public office, your personal, professional, and financial 

life will be of interest to reporters, competitors, and supporters. Prepare 

yourself and your family for scrutiny and be willing to serve, if elected.  

Step 2: File for office 
 Identify the number of valid petition signatures required to get on the 

ballot. Committeemen are required to collect 10 signatures. Your County 

Clerk or local election authority can provide the number of signatures 

required for local and county offices. The Candidate’s Guide contains 

signature requirements for all offices above the county level. Plan to 

collect twice this number, so you stay on the  ballot, even if your petition 

signatures are challenged. 

 Check the petitioning and filing dates for 

your election in the Candidate’s Guide.  

 It is advisable to seek legal assistance 

with the forms required for filing for 

office. However, you can contact 

Campaigns@LPIllinois.org to request 

samples of forms that have been 

successfully used in previous elections.  

 Fill in your forms and turn them in by the 

required date. 

Step 3: Build a team  
A candidate is only as strong as their team. Start by asking people you know to 

be your Campaign Manager and Treasurer. Then create a list of other roles 

and responsibilities, like Communication Manager, Graphic Designer, and 

Photographer, so you are prepared to seize opportunities to grow your team.  

Note: Your team does not have to be comprised of Libertarians. Most people 

will support your campaign because they know you, like you, and trust you, 

regardless of the issues. However, you should absolutely reach out to every 

Libertarian in your area and request their assistance. Many will have 

accumulated knowledge invaluable to your campaign.  

Start regular team meetings, in person and/or by conference call, so your 

volunteers can help you strategize and execute as your campaign moves 

forward. And remember to nurture your team. Frequent showers of 

appreciation will go a long way in keeping them motivated and focused.  

Filling for office is a day to celebrate!  



Additional Resources 

If you are looking for 

more information 

about running a 

Libertarian campaign:  

 Email campaigns@LPIllinois.org 

 Check the Campaigns area of 

our website, LPIllinois.org  

 Write us  

Libertarian Party of Illinois 

PO Box 454, Lemont IL 60439 

Meeting the Press 

The press provides campaigns with priceless opportunities to get their message 

in front of voters for little to no money. For example, your campaign calendar 

can include:  

 Writing Letters to the Editor and Op-eds about current news 

 Sending Press Releases on campaign events  

 Posting comments on news websites and in social spaces 

 Pitching interview ideas to radio and TV shows 

Your first step, however, is to make it easy for the press to publish information 

about your candidacy. Make a “Press” area of your website containing:  

 A high-resolution “head shot” photo, friendly- and professional-looking.  

 A biography that describes who you are and why people should choose you. 

 Links to your campaign social sites, press releases, and literature. 

 Short quotes on your campaign and signature issues.  

 The name, phone, and email address of your media manager, someone 

who can be counted on to media calls promptly.  

Your second step is to prepare for press inquiries and interviews. Reporters, no 

matter how friendly they appear, are not your friends. You cannot let your 

guard down in the presence of any member of the media and there is no such 

thing as “off the record,” when you are running for office.  

The best preparation is a mock interview, where you practice answering 

questions out loud, preferably in front of an audience, who can provide 

feedback. But you can start by finding opportunities to practice speaking daily. 

Whether it’s during your commute, feeding your pets, or talking to the 

neighbors, seize the moment and polish your presentation skills.  

Paid for by the Libertarian Party of Illinois (www.LPIllinois.org).  

Not authorized by any candidate or candidate ’s committee. 

Broadcast your views as a candidate!  

Building a Winning Platform  

When developing your platform, a good place to start is your answer to the common question, “Why are you running?”  

A losing answer is all about you and/or a libertarian concepts (“I am uniquely qualified to restore the republic”). A 

winning answer focuses on the people in your district and how you will solve their problems (“To bring more jobs to 

this community”).  

While you may address many issues as a candidate, choose 1—3 as your signature issues to focus on. These should be 

issues that the typical voter cares about, such as jobs, schools, or taxes. If you are not sure what those issues are, 

canvass your district or check recent surveys. 

Then develop a short statement about each issue with 1) a positive title, 2) the current situation, 3) why it is bad, 4) 

what you will do to fix it, and 5) what the benefits will be to the people in your district. For example:  

SOS—Save our students! World-wide tests rank American kids 21th in reading and 31st in math, in spite of the highest 

spending in the world. Those children will lose out in the global economy and hurt every Illinois community. I will lead 

the way to putting parents back in charge of their children’s education, so our kids get a high quality education at a 

much lower cost.  


